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To Whom it May Concern, 

The Marine Teachers Association of NSW (MTANSW)  would like to write in support of the 
amazing work that AFTA has done in supporting Marine Studies students across the state as part 
of the “Lets Go Fishing” program. With the latest roll out of kits to schools across the state, 
occurring now (July 2026), so many students have benefited from this program. For many of our 
students, these kits have allowed them to experience fishing for the first time with equipment that 
would be otherwise unavailable to them. So many of our teachers work on a very limited budget, 
and such equipment would be out of reach for many. The provision of the fishing kits to our 
member schools has allowed so many students to experience fishing and learn valuable skills that 
they otherwise would never have had the chance to learn.  

The development of the video series is also a tremendous resource to our teachers and students, 
as both experienced and beginning teachers alike are able to integrate these videos into their 
lessons prior to fishing activities with the kits.    

You can see the impact of this program from the feedback provided by our teachers:  

●​ “At Great Lake College Tuncurry Campus, we are fortunate to be within walking distance to some 

excellent fishing areas, a break wall on either side of an ocean entrance running into a very large 

lake and estuary system. Not surprisingly, fishing is a very popular pastime for many of our students. 

Thanks to the very generous donations of the fishing kits by AFTA, we have been able to capitalise 

on this, and fishing at our school has exploded! We regularly fish during our Marine & Aquaculture 

Technology double lessons, once a fortnight in Terms 2 & 3. We also offer fishing as an elective sport 

choice for our Yr 9 & 10 students. There are also boys and girls wellbeing programs that are run at 

our school that incorporate fishing, as does our aboriginal education program.  

The marine program at our school is also supported by the Wallis lake fisherman's co-op, who 

generously donate bait whenever we need it, and they also donate a few scholarships to our 

graduating Yr 10 group. We are incredibly grateful for the donations by AFTA, without these we 

would not be able to offer fishing to as many students as we do”.  

 

Simon Patterson, Great Lake College Tuncurry Campus 

●​ “On behalf of Ballina Coast High School, I would like to extend our heartfelt thanks for generously 

supplying fishing gear to our marine students. The students truly enjoy the opportunity to go offsite 

and engage in fishing activities, which enrich their learning experiences immensely.Without your 

donation of quality fishing kits, our students would have to make do with rods featuring broken 

eyelets and reels that are old and seized. Your support has made a significant difference in enabling 

them to fully participate and develop their skills in a practical and enjoyable way.Thank you once 

again for your generosity and commitment to supporting marine education”. 

Warm regards, Caleb Sandercock, Marine and Aquaculture Technology Teacher 



●​ “ I just want to say a big thanks for the gear. What a fantastic program you are coordinating! I’ve 
decided to run fishing modules with both the Year 11 and 12 class this term, made possible 
with the injection of the new gear. Unfortunately we had some of the best gear and all the tackle 
we had from previous programs stolen when the school was broken into in term 1. This new 
material means we are back in business and the kids are stoked”.  
 
Thanks again, Gerard Braithwaite, Shearwater The Mullumbimby Steiner School 

●​ “On behalf of Cowra HS please thank the AFTA! And thank you also for liaising this. My kids will be 

so thrilled as they are very much looking forward to fishing this term. 

Thank you kindly! Madeleine Barrett, Cowra High School 

 

This program has been so beneficial for our members and our students as it has allowed so many 
of our students, both on the coastline and on our inland rivers and dams to be introduced to the 
benefits of fishing in their local environments. We are really appreciative and looking forward to 
this excellent program continuing. 

 

Regards 

Rod McRobie - Vice President - Marine Teachers Association of NSW 
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