
  
 

The Hon. Terri Butler MP 
Member for Griffith, Queensland 
Shadow Minister for the Environment and Water 
14/76 Old Cleveland Rd 
Greenslopes QLD 4120 
Terri.Butler.MP@aph.gov.au  
A copy has been provided to the Hon. Anthony Albanese, Leader of the Australian Labor Party; the 
Hon. Julie Collins, Shadow Minister for Agriculture 
 
Monday, April 4, 2022  
 

Re: ��ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ŽĨ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͛Ɛ�ŵĂƌŝŶĞ�ƉĂƌŬƐ 
 
Dear Shadow Minister Butler,  
 
A joint letter from Seafood Industry Australia (SIA), Australian Fishing Trade Association (AFTA), Australian Recreational 
Fishing Foundation (ARFF), and the Boating Industry Association (BIA); the peak-ďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚŝŶŐ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͛Ɛ�ĐŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂů 
and recreational seafood industries, and recreational boat users.  

 
On behalf of the close to six million Australians who rely on our oceans for their livelihoods, recreation 
and sustenance, we write to ask for a commitment from the Australian Labor Party (ALP) to maintain 
�ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͛Ɛ�ƌŽďƵƐƚ�DĂƌŝŶĞ�WĂƌŬ�ŶĞƚǁŽƌŬ�ŝŶ�ŝƚƐ�ĐƵƌƌent form, should there be a change of government 
at the 2022 Federal Election.  
 
Collectively, our group of representative bodies support and advocate for the Marine Parks 
management plans, endorsed by the Senate in March 2018. The current plans recognise the 
conservation, social and economic importance of this vital piece of the Commonwealth estate, and 
ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ĨŽƌ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͛Ɛ�ŽĐĞĂŶƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĐĂƌĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ͘ 
 
As a group, we ask for stability regarding the management of our oceans, and we request an end to 
ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƐƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĂƐ�ƉůĂŐƵĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͛Ɛ��ŽŵŵŽŶǁĞĂůƚŚ�DĂƌŝŶĞ�
Parks for more than a decade.  
 
�ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͛Ɛ�ŵĂƌŝŶĞ�ƉĂƌŬ�ĐŽǀĞƌĂŐĞ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ�ƐŝƚƐ�Ăƚ�ϰϱ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĂƚĞƌƐ͕�ĂŶ�ĂƌĞĂ�ŽĨ�ϳϰϰ͕ϬϬϬ�ƐƋƵĂƌĞ�
kilometres, a figure which is well-above the international 'Aichi' target of 10 per cent by 2020, and 
significantly ahead of the 30 per cent by 2030 target. Our oceans are a shared resource ʹ for 
professional, recreational and indigenous fishers, boating public, the community, and the 
environment, and need to be treated as such.  
 
Following the introduction of the management plans more than five million recreational fishers and 
ďŽĂƚĞƌƐ� ŚĂǀĞ� ďĞĞŶ� ĂďůĞ� ƚŽ� ĞŶũŽǇ� �ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͛Ɛ� ŽĐĞĂŶƐ͕� ǁŝƚŚ� ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƐĞĚ� ŚĞĂůƚŚ͕� ƐŽĐŝĂů� ĂŶĚ� ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�
benefits. While, the more than 13,000 Australians, who are totally reliant on our oceans for their 
livelihood, and the tens of thousands more who are employed downstream in the post-harvest and 
retail sectors, have had their futures secured. And, for those who cannot catch seafood themselves, 
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ƚŚĞ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ƉůĂŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŚĞůƉŝŶŐ��ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͛Ɛ�ĐŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂů�ĨŝƐŚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽŶĞ�ďŝůůŝŽn 
seafood meals on the table around the world each year. 
 
:ƵƐƚ� ůŝŬĞ� ƚŚĞ� ďƌŽĂĚĞƌ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕� �ƵƐƚƌĂůŝĂ͛Ɛ� ĐŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂů and recreational seafood industries, and 
recreational boating public care greatly about the health and sustainability of our oceans and fish-
stocks. Our priority is the ocean. We advocate the health, sustainability, ĂŶĚ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ƐĞĂ͘�/ƚ͛Ɛ�ŽƵƌ�
recreational space, livelihood, and the future livelihood of generations to come.  
 
As a collective, we reiterate that the current management plans achieve an acceptable balance 
between sustainability, and the right of every Australian to catch fish, eat fish, recreate on, and make 
a living from the ocean. We ask you to support the request of close to six million Australians and pledge 
the A>W͛Ɛ�ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ��ŽŵŵŽŶǁĞĂůƚŚ�DĂƌŝŶĞ�WĂƌŬ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ƉůĂŶƐ�ŝŶ�
their current form and without change.  
 
Prior to the commencement of the election pre-poll, SIA, AFTA, ARFF and BIA will distribute policy 
scorecards based on the policy information political parties and independents provide. Should you 
wish not to advise of your policy, this will be noted as a failure to respond, and it will be up to our 
members how they interpret. Should you wish not to advise of your policy this will be noted as an 
endorsement of the policy position put forward by Tony Burke at the 2019 election. It will then be up 
to our members to interpret your response. 
 
We look forward to discussing this with you further and welcome the opportunity to meet with you 
at a time that suits your schedule.  
 
Sincerely,  

  

    

Veronica Papacosta 
CEO 
Seafood Industry 
Australia 

Michal Starkey 
President 
Australian Fishing 
Trade Association 

Russel Conway 
Chair 
Australian 
Recreational Fishing 
Foundation 

Neil Patchett  
Co - GM 
Boating Industry 
Association 

  

 

 


