SENATOR THE HON MURRAY WATT
MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND WATER

MC26-006933

The Hon Bob Baldwin

Chair

Australian Fishing Trade Association
PO Box 3310

THORNTON NSW 2322

bobbaldwin@afta.net.au

Dear Mr Wm goé

Thank you for your correspondence of 6 July 2026 concerning the review of the Australian
Marine Parks management plans and Australia’s 30 by 30 marine protection commitments.

Australia's system of marine protected areas is among the largest in the world and plays an
important role in safeguarding nationally and internationally significant marine habitats,
species and ecosystems. The Australian Government’s commitment to achieve 30 per cent high
protection will help to maintain the productivity of the ocean and support sustainable use.

I note AFTA's views regarding Australia's 30 by 30 commitment and the role of highly protected
sanctuary zones. The review of marine park management plans that is the platform to achieve the
30 per cent target will be informed by the best available science and stakeholder input, and seeks
to balance environmental and sustainable use outcomes. Meaningful consultation is a key part of
the Government's approach, and I agree that transparency in engagement with affected
stakeholders is essential to developing durable and effective outcomes.

The Government understands the importance of evidence-based decision making. I welcome
AFTA's willingness to contribute industry knowledge, data and practical expertise to inform the
review. This constructive engagement on the issues of importance to the recreational fishing
sector is important. I am informed that you will be briefed by department staff on the review
and the opportunities to participate in the process.

Thank you again for writing and for AFTA's investment in the future management of
Australia's marine parks. I look forward to achieving both strong biodiversity and sustainable
use outcomes for Australians.

Thank you again for your correspondence.

Yours sincerely

s,

MURRAY WATT 2 /7 /2026

Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600 Telephone (02) 6277 7920



