EXPANDING SPORTS VOUCHERS FOR
RECREATIONAL FISHING EQUIPMENT

The Sports Voucher program provides 2x$100 vouchers per child per calendar year from
Reception to Year 9 to cover the cost of participating in sports, music tuition, and active
recreation. While recreational fishing has been an eligible activity since October 2022, there
are currently no fishing providers registered, limiting practical access through the program.

OUR COMMITMENT

A new Liberal Government will commit to expanding the Sports Voucher program to allow
eligible children to use vouchers at eligible retailers to purchase recreational fishing
equipment, helping them get started in recreational fishing.

We’re modernising Sports Vouchers Plus so kids can actually use it for recreational fishing —
an activity already on the eligibility list — by allowing simple access to essential equipment,
creating real opportunities for students and families.

Eligible retailers will have the opportunity to register as a Sports Voucher provider. Retailers
must meet the same criteria as any other club, organisation or business under the Sports
Voucher program. In line with the current Sports Voucher program, parents will submit their
sports voucher to an eligible business that will reduce the cost of their purchase by $100. Any
remaining balance is to be paid by the parent. Finally, businesses will claim the remaining
$100 through the Sports Voucher Team.

WHY IT MATTERS

Fishing is a healthy and active pastime that gets kids outdoors with family and friends.
Expanding the Sports Voucher program to incorporate fishing equipment for youth allows
more families an entryway to recreational fishing, getting young people engaged in the
community and improving both their physical and mental health. At the same time, it closes
a real access gap for an eligible recreational activity that lacks providers and grows
recreational fishing participation across the state.

Further, delivering this equipment via the existing infrastructure of the Sports Voucher
program incentivises families to shop at local retailers. The toxic algal bloom, in combination
with the cost-of-living crisis, has seen tackle shops and fishing businesses suffer a 20%-30%
decline in sales. This initiative provides our coastal communities and small businesses with
much-needed economic movement and injection at a time when beachside economies and
adjacent businesses are struggling.

We're listening to the needs of both recreational fishers and local small businesses who are
struggling with this toxic algal bloom. This is an opportunity open to every family across
metropolitan and regional SA.



